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Acts 16: 9-15; Rev 21:10, 22:1-5; John 14:23-29


The Spirit Within Us

Two weeks ago we paid tribute to a man we all knew quite well. He was one of us; he exemplified the spirit of St. Timothy's. I'm speaking of Dave Warfel. He was fully involved in the life of the church; he loved his family, his wife Pat, music, travel. It says volumes about his spirit. With our lessons assigned for today, I think we could examine our lives to see how our lives reflect God's love. We should be able to see in our lives the kind of spirit we saw in Dave Warfel. 
In our first lesson, St. Paul has a vision or dream to go to Macedonia where Paul meets Lydia, who became a Christian, and a stanch supporter of Paul and his missionaries.

In the second reading from Revelation, we have John talking about what he sees heaven is like; the holy city of Jerusalem and what it means to be in the presence of God.

In the Gospel of John, we have Jesus talking about life on earth after Jesus returns to the Father and gives his peace to the disciples.

First of all, I want to ask you, "What does God want of you in your life?" What does God want? What does God need from you? Well, I'll give you the answer: "Nothing." God wants nothing out of you. God needs nothing out of you.

That's kind of a relief, isn't it? It kind of frees you up to be you. You don't have to worry about getting the words exactly right or going to church to earn a place in heaven. God needs nothing from you. Jesus says "Those who love me will keep my word and my Father will love them..." This life is a gift to you. You have the opportunity and the responsibility to live life to the fullest.

There is, in Matthew and Luke, Sayings of Jesus, which the two gospel writers shared. Mark doesn't have those sayings in his gospel, nor does John. Just Matthew and Luke. When you pick out the Sayings of Jesus, and read them at one sitting, you'll find that Jesus is telling us how to show love to others. He is showing us how to live life. It is quite thrilling to be able to see Jesus without all the paraphernalia we have attached to him. In this Sayings of Jesus, we have never discovered an original manuscript of the Sayings of Jesus to show us where they came from. But we have teased them out of Matthew and Luke for some interesting reading. If you care to read these Sayings of Jesus, I have several copies which you can pick up after the service.

So, is this life all there is? When we die, the body turns to dust and is that all there is to life? As Christians, we believe in a life after this life. We count on it; it gets us through the separation at death. Some folks, however, believe that there is no afterlife. I know, we can't prove it and some would say, "Prove it, and I'll believe it." About the only reference is from Luke 23:43 where Jesus says to the thief on the cross, "I promise you that today you will be in Paradise with me." Then, there's Jesus' saying about many mansions in heaven. And, there's talk about when the dead are raised - there was even a split in the Jews about the after life, some saying there is and some saying there isn't.

I explain to the children that they have bodies and they have spirit. They can see their bodies, but they can't see their spirit. They can only feel that they are a spirit or soul. In my earlier years in Sunday School and later was confirmed, my understanding of a spirit came from my talking to people who have had Near Death Experiences. It may be a person who dies on the operating table and their spirit floats out of body to the corner of the room. They can sense what's going on as the doctors fight to bring the person back to life. Later, when they are able to talk, they tell the doctor everything he said and did. Even, which tool he used or exactly what he said during the procedure. People who have had near death experiences have difficulty living in this world again. They say that they are profoundly changed. Some of this experience gives us the confidence to talk about our spirit.

In the spirit, you can go anywhere. There are no walls to stop you. John says in chapter 21, "And in the spirit, he (one of the seven angels) carried me away to a great, high mountain to show me the holy city Jerusalem." You not only travel very fast, but there is light. It is a brilliant light but not blinding. It lights everything up. He says it is the glory of God that gives us this light.

One thing that people who have had near death experiences agree upon is the feeling of love. Not just a little love; but continuing, overwhelming acceptance and love. We don't have anything that would compare here on this earth. But in the spirit world, God shares himself with his creatures like nothing else. You know that you are loved in the spirit world. Why can't we feel it here in this world? Is it because we are so busy, or we've got many things on our minds? Are we angry with someone who did something against us? I know that when we are angry, we can't feel love from anyone. Babies can feel their mother's love. They can feel their mother's love until its not there anymore such as when the mother is called away in an emergency or she gets confronted with a problem. The baby senses the mother's love withdrawal and cries. But, in the spirit world, the love is there 24/7. Oh, I forgot. In the spirit world there is no time, so I can't measure time by 24/7.

So, we have an earthly body and a spirit within this body. They are connected somehow, but I don't know how. We can take this spirit within us on faith. We may not be able to prove it to anyone else. But, we can firmly believe that God loves us and that when our earthly body dies, our spirit joins with those who have gone before us.

We have Jesus saying, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid." I suspect that Lydia's family felt the peace that Jesus offers to us. Not the kind of peace that the world gives - which includes political power, social prestige, material possessions, and personal pleasure. But rather, inner peace so that when you are in the midst of turmoil or a storm, you know that God is with you. You know that God has made his home with you and will be with you, no matter what.

Peace, as we say, that passes all human understanding. That is the kind of peace Jesus offers to us who believe in him. And the kind of peace we will find as spirits. Amen.
